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The Boston Transportation
Department (BTD) announced
that it will be back in Charlestown
on May 18 for the big unveil
of the Sullivan Square/Rutherford
Avenue preferred design.
The BTD has been holding
re-design meetings since last fall
with the community, after having announced it would re-start
the process and take a new look
at shelved plans for the “surface option,” which calls for the
elimination of the underpasses.
That plan, however, was decided upon before massive developments, including the Wynn Boston
Harbor casino, popped up on the
fringes of the Town. Due to those
changes in the development landscape, the BTD announced last
summer it would be taking a second look at new options and the
surface option.
On May 18, they will unveil
one of two options that they prefer, and solicit feedback from the
community about that decision.
"At this meeting, the Boston
Transportation Department will
be presenting a preferred concept,” read an announcement from
BTD. "Your ongoing participation

in the design process will be greatly appreciated as the preferred
concept is further developed into
25 percent design plans.”
At a meeting on Feb. 28, the
City unveiled a new hybrid plan
for the corridor, mixing some
aspects of the surface option and
decking structures with a small
underpass.
Meanwhile, the older surface
option, BTD officials said, is still
on the table and may be the preferred plan.
A number of folks in the community, however, get the sense that
the new hybrid plan is something
the City likes, and it did meet
with good approval at the Feb. 28
meeting by more than half of the
audience.
A good number of residents,
however, are still favoring the
surface option without underpasses though. BTD Deputy
Commissioner Jim Gillooly is
shepherding the process, and
announced in February that there
is funding available and this project is a priority for the region. The
May 18 meeting will take place at
the Knights of Columbus Hall on
Medford Street, at 6:30 p.m.

Moreover, said Berman, with the support of the Executive
Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA), the
advice of the King’s Beach Science Advisory Committee
(BSAC) and the cooperation of the City of Lynn and the
Town of Swampscott, Save the Harbor has installed rain
gauges and flow meters at King’s Beach to help those comThe report card is based on water quality data collected
munities evaluate and address the persistent pollution probduring the 2016 beach season on 15 public beaches in 10
lems that close that beach nearly one in five days in a typical
communities, including Lynn, Swampscott, Nahant, Revere, year.
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for capital investments by the Commonwealth to help these
“This year’s report card contains good news for many of communities accelerate the pace of planned improvements.
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“Despite their low scores, there is good news for King’s
Beach and Tenean Beach this year” said Berman. “Our pre- For more information about the methodology used in preliminary analysis suggests that recent investments by Boston paring this Report Card please visit www.savetheharbor.
Water and Sewer and the Massachusetts Water Resources org/Content/beachesreportcard/ or contact Bruce BerAuthority have begun to reduce pollution at Tenean Beach, man by email at bruce@bostonharbor.com or on his cell at
617-293-6243.
which is good news for Dorchester beach goers.”
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The environmental advocacy organization Save the Harbor/Save the Bay released their annual Beach Water Quality
Report Card on the Metropolitan Region’s public beaches
on Friday, May 26, 2017 – just in time for Memorial Day
weekend.
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