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in the design process will be greatly appreciated as the preferred
concept is further developed into
25 percent design plans.”
At a meeting on Feb. 28, the
City unveiled a new hybrid plan
for the corridor, mixing some
aspects of the surface option and
decking structures with a small
underpass.
Meanwhile, the older surface
option, BTD officials said, is still
on the table and may be the preferred plan.
A number of folks in the community, however, get the sense that
the new hybrid plan is something
the City likes, and it did meet
with good approval at the Feb. 28
meeting by more than half of the
audience.
A good number of residents,
however, are still favoring the
surface option without underpasses though. BTD Deputy
Commissioner Jim Gillooly is
shepherding the process, and
announced in February that there
is funding available and this project is a priority for the region. The
May 18 meeting will take place at
the Knights of Columbus Hall on
Medford Street, at 6:30 p.m.

rates caused some
degree
of hardship for some ratepayers,
The Boston
Transportation
Department (BTD) announced
the bottomthat
line
is bethat
of us in this area had taken for
it will
back all
in Charlestown
on May 18 for the big unveil
granted theofcheap
water
& sewer rates we had known for
the Sullivan
Square/Rutherford
Avenue preferred design.
The —
BTDashas
beenasholding
our entire lives
well
where our water came from
re-design meetings since last fall
the community,
and where itwithdrained
out toafter
—havwith no concern about the
ing announced it would re-start
the process
and we
take were
a new look
consequences
of what
doing to Boston Harbor, the
at shelved plans for the “surface
option,”
which
calls
for
greatest natural
resource in our the
area, every time we flushed
elimination of the underpasses.
That
plan,
however,
was
decidour toilets. ed upon before massive develop-

ments, including the Wynn Boston
This is quite an accomplishment, given that a generation
Harbor casino, popped up on the
Braving pouring rain and horrible driving conditions, local community members gathered to celebrate "e" Inc.'s new
fringes of the Town. Due to those
Weatherbeaches
and Climate museum
month. The museum
elementary
school often
classes in underserved
areas, as
ago,
in thelast Boston
area serves
weremostly
closed
more
Moreover,
with many things when it comes to governchanges in the development landwhere the classes come for four hours during the day to take part in hands-on learning and teaching. The Grand
scape, the BTD announced last
Opening
on
April
6
celebrated
the
opening
of
a
museum
specifically
catered
to
teach
youth
what
they
need
to
know,
than
not — and even when open, our beaches were not ment fees and
taxes,
most
ratepayers
only looked at one side
summer
it would
be taking
a secso they can help protect the planet. Pictured here are many staff members, directly following the event, many of
ond look at new options and the
whom came to event after teaching at various schools around the city.
exactly inviting to swimmers and other recreational users.
of the costsurface
equation.
option. We did not recognize that not only
On May 18, they will unveil
were there economic
drawbacks
one of two options
that they pre-associated with creating a
fer, and solicit feedback from the
We ourselves recall sailing in Boston Harbor in the 1980s polluted harbor,
butabout
that
community
that there
decision.were huge economic gains
"At this meeting, the Boston
and being unable to find a clean place to take a dip off our to be derived
from making
an investment
in cleaning it up.
Transportation
Department
will
be presenting a preferred concandidate.
If you don’t have that, cept,” read an announcement from
Election,
Kelly had
boat —Byand
that included
the many
outerbelieve
harbor
waters
around
Seth Daniel
the name recognition and political it’s very tough to win this district BTD. "Your ongoing participation
acumen
to find
not from
only seat.”
than a few people
believed
theMore
Brewster
islands.
There
was
no success
escape
the slimi- The magnificent and clean harbor
we have now, which
PLAY that
BALL
His unexpected news followed
that the time for a Charlestown in Charlestown, but also in Eastie
announcement
Jimmy Lister, was achieved at great expense, has been an ecoand the
North that
End. essentiallythe
city councilor
might come
ness
(for want
of ina this
better
word)
made
the byadmittedly
After all, Kelly scored nearly who is a Charlestown resident and
year’s race when Councilor Sal
6,000
votes in the
district
whena giant
involvedcesswith the nomic
Charlestown
LaMattina of
announced
he wasn’t
waters
Boston
Harbor
nothing
more
than
engine for the entire area, creating jobs and adding
running for re-election last month, he ran citywide, showing that his Chamber, that he would not run
either.
Having
cited
a
need
to
tend
appeal
could
have
stretched
beyond
but this week two strong candipool.
immensely to property values not only along the immediate
dates vying to be that Charlestown the Town - which in and of itself is to his young family, he said the
candidate, and go up against can- hosting a growing demographic of timing just wasn’t right.
coast, but throughout Greater Boston, that have benefited
"Sometimes it's all about timing
didates from Eastie and the North voters while other neighborhoods
End, dropped out in what inside are seeing a declining demographic with these things and right now
It
certainly
true
came
is just not
the rightevery
time forratepayer.
my
of clean-up
regular voters.of Boston Harbor
observers
see as aisCity
Hallthat
powerthe
But on Monday Kelly said he family and I,” he said. "I do hope
play.
at Most
great
expense
to
the
ratepayers
of
the
MWRA
and
surthat the next city councilor elected
surprisingly was the news was out.
“In the end, I just don’t want can carry on the legacy that Sal
on Monday night that politiwe look forward to the coming summer of 2017, we
rounding
districts.
Water
andin sewer
rates
(LaMattina) createdSo
andas
continue
job; it isn’t
my heart,”
he skyrocketcal-veteran Jacksewer
Kelly was
choos- the
ing to no longer run. Kelly works said. “I think I’d like to do things to represent Charlestown, especan that
be grateful
that we have a clean Boston Harbor to enjoy
ed
on an2 annual
basis
theof15government
years of
outside
and Ithe
thinkconstruction
cially with the changes
are
for District
City Councilor
Bill for
Linehan of Southie and knows I can be more effective doing that. coming to the neighborhood in the
For any Charlestown
person to near future.
phase
andofimmediate
of the construction
of the with our friends and families. In the 30-plus years since the
the landscape
City Hall like theaftermath
win this seat, you have to have
"I just want to thank all of the Owen, Phillies second baseman, was ready for any action that may come
back of his hand.
from the comHaving runtreatment
a good, hard plant
city- enthusiastic
MWRA hasoutcome
theCharlestow
advantages,
economic
in right into
field onexistence,
opening day at the
Little League.
See
MWRA’s
on Deersupport
Island.
wide campaign in the last City munity behind you as a single
( Candidates Pg. 10) more photos on page 6 and 7.
and otherwise, of achieving a sparkling Boston Harbor have
However, as with everything else in life, you get what you extended far beyond merely being able to enjoy a swim on a
pay — there is no such thing as a free lunch, as the saying hot summer’s day (which, in our view, is priceless)

Two strong Charlestown candidates
drop out of City Council race

Photos by Marianne Salza

Cyan Magenta Yellow Black

A recent report issued by the public interest group Save the
Harbor/Save the Bay informs us that the beaches surrounding the Metropolitan Boston area were open for bathing 96
percent of the time during the summer of 2016 and that,
barring unforeseen circumstances, the outlook should be
the same for 2017.
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